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was General von Albedyll. To be sure, our old Emperor had a strong liking for transacting business through departments. The interference of Chiefs of Cabinets in matters that were outside their province led to proposals which were not so carefully considered as those of the responsible departments which have to bear the brunt in the event of failure, and cause the matter to be worked out by their apparatus before it is brought to the Emperor. That the Chiefs of Cabinets remained in office too long was due to the Emperor's fear of changing his immediate circle, but it estranged a man from active-service conditions as he got more and more into the habits of court life. In the navy at least a feeling predominated that the many mistakes of the Cabinet in its own province, the selection of personnel, were due to the fact that Admiral von Miiller became more and more a court politician, and less and less a sailor.
Any attempt on the part of men in responsible positions to check the encroachments of the Cabinets came to an abrupt end; for as the Chiefs of Cabinets skilfully adapted themselves to His Majesty, the Emperor looked upon them as his clerks, whose main duty was to put his will into form of command. The Emperor has several times stressed this fact in conversation with me. I often thought of 1806. In war-time particularly, the extremely slight power of judgment that emanated from the Cabinets once more became a source of evil to the nation. Whilst I found a natural and constitutional support under Hohenlohe and Bii-